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Since 2020 is a presidential 

election year, the American 

Federation of Teachers will 

be hosting NYS Local Presi-

dents in Saratoga Springs, 

Jan. 25-26, 2020 to discuss 

issues relevant to northeast-

ern educators. If you wish to 

share your thoughts in ad-

vance of this meeting, please 

email Hilary Reilly at 

rcgbocespres@gmail.com 

using your personal email 

address. 

In Solidarity, 

RCG BOCES TA  

Executive Team 

Your Executive Team wishes 

for each of you some quality 

time with family and friends, 

the warm glow of giving to 

those in need, and a smile to 

share with everyone you en-

counter! 

When the school year begins 

anew in 2020 we will be in 

the midst of preparing for our 

first negotiations meeting 

with administration. We will 

keep you posted via your 

building level representa-

tives. 

Our negotiating team mem-

bers include: Hilary Reilly 

(Pres.), Joal Bova (VP for 

SpEd), John Mahony 

(Treasurer), Diane Stever 

(Grievance), and Jefferson 

LaMountain (ED#10/AFL-

CIO). Meetings with the Ad-

ministrative Team will begin 

in January 2020. As stated 

previously, our Questar III 

Board of Education will be 

providing two members to 

serve on the Admin. Team 

and have chosen to bargain 

separately from the Federa-

tion. J. Greene (NYSUT LRS) 

has confirmed that this is a 

common practice and cannot 

be challenged. 

Happy Holidays! 

Tasty Table Traditions Cookbook Authored @ CGEC 

Chef Peter Desmond’s Culinary 

Arts Program combined with 

Integrated English taught by 

Rebecca Lanier at the Columbia

-Greene Educational Center just 

completed a five-week project 

where students created a culi-

nary cookbook with accompa-

nying personal narratives.  Stu-

dents shared a recipe, a personal 

narrative related to that 

memory, cooked/baked their 

recipes in class and shared their 

recipes with other students. 

During the course of produc-

tion, the students were intro-

duced to book production; they 

worked collabo-

ratively on a 

title, a preface, 

and a dedication 

page. Some 

students assist-

ed with the 

formatting of 

the pages and 

also designed 

the cover in 

Adobe Illustra-

tor. The end 

product is a 65-

page book that 

includes color 

photographs.   
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Union Updates 

• If you have not regis-

tered or logged in re-

cently to your TEACH 

account, please do so at 
http://

www.highered.nysed.

gov/tcert/teach/ . 

Check your status in 

your account and make 

sure all of your infor-

mation is correct and 

updated. 

• If any members wish to 

participate in the Re-

search Team for Nego-

tiations, please reach 

out to your building 

level reps soon. 

Inside this issue: 

Know Your Contract 2 
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New CTE Director 2 

Membership Benefits 3 
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Member Benefits 4-6 

NYS Teacher Shortage 7-8 

Kendall Pedersen and 

Amoz Bowles from CGEC 

display their products 

for the cookbook! 
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Section 9.2 - Personal 
Leave (pp. 13-14) 

Employees may charge up 
to three days against ac-
cumulated sick leave 
credits annually for the 
transaction of personal 
business that cannot be 
accomplished at times 
other than during school 
hours.  

Application for this leave 
needs to be submitted no 

less than five days prior to 
the anticipated absence to 
their building principal/
supervisor.  

Employees should receive 
written response within 
two days of the submis-
sion of their request. 

Personal leave may not be 
used for vacation purposes 
(ie. to extend a vacation). 

Personal leave will not be 

available to any employee 
who has announced their 
intention to resign or re-
tire during the month im-
mediately preceding the 
effective date for each cir-
cumstance. 

Once leave is approved, it 
cannot be taken away. 

As long as staff follow the 
policy agreement, person-
al leave should be per-
mitted.  

their needs. We look for-

ward to keeping an open 

dialogue as we  discuss the 

future of our CTE and ALP 

programs and services!  

Denise has worked for sev-

eral, regional BOCES in her 

career both as a teacher 

and in multiple administra-

Denise Fernandez-Pallozzi 

has been visiting with un-

ion leadership and CTE 

programs and staff since 

her hire in late November. 

She is enthusiastically en-

gaging in conversations 

about our student popula-

tion and how to best serve 

tive roles. She is a sea-

soned, BOCES advocate 

and truly appreciates the 

value of CTE and Integrat-

ed Academics. If you see 

her on site, please intro-

duce yourself and share 

some of your success sto-

ries!   

Know Your Contract 

Questar III  Welcomes Denise Fernandez-Pallozzi as our new CTE Director!  

Shared Success 

“Success usually comes to those who are too busy to be looking for it." Henry David Thoreau  

dents. They learned about 
the requirements for the Lo-
cal 7 Apprenticeship Pro-
gram, regional and overseas 
opportunities. The most valu-
able segment was spent 
speaking with members from 
a union perspective, discuss-
ing the benefits offered to 
Local 7 members including 
healthcare, good working 
conditions, wages, and con-
tracts. They also learned that 

through negotiations, the Local 
7 won the contract for the new 
Amazon building in Schodack. 
The Local 7 will be working with 
Welding and Fabrication Pro-
gram at CGEC and hopes to also 
work with the HVAC at both cen-
ters in the future. Members will 
be visiting the Columbia-Greene 
Educational Center soon, which 
will open new opportunities for 
our students! 
~ Rebecca Lanier (VP for CTE) 

Columbia-Greene Ed. Center 
Welding and Fabrication CTE 
Program 
 
Welding students from CGEC 
visited the Local #7 Plumber 
and Steamfitters Association 
in Latham to learn firsthand 
from professional in their 
field. Our new Welding 
Teaching Assistant, Lauren 
Litzmann, helped to organize 
this opportunity for our stu-
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CTE Welcomes our New CTE 
Director, Denise Fernandez-

Pallozzi!  

The best and most 

beautiful things in the 

world cannot be seen or 

even touched. They 

must be felt with the 

heart. Wishing you 

happiness.”  

~ Helen Keller  

Welding and Fabrication students 
from CGEC visit Local #7 Plumber 
and Steamfitters Assoc. in Latham. 
 
Special Thanks go to Tom Carrigan, 
Ed Nadu and Mark Sesta for provid-
ing career advice and guidance to 
our CGEC students!  

 

https://everydaypower.com/helen-keller-quotes/
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